
 

UNIVERSITY HILLS ASSOCIATION OF HOMEOWNERS 

REGULAR MONTHLY BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING MINUTES 

August 6, 2019 

 

The monthly meeting of the University Hills Association of Homeowners Board of Directors was called to 

order at 11:30 AM by the president Tom Hopwood on Tuesday, August 6, in the Presidents Lounge of the Las 

Colinas Country Club.   

 

A quorum of 13 directors was present including; Nell Anne Hunt, Ottis Lewis, Karen Martin, Sherri LeVan, 

Kathrine Pennington, Rick Lindsey, Charles Schmidt, Steve Hoisington, Jim Wells, Anna Walther, Michael 

Basoco, and John DeMarco.  

 

Minutes 

Minutes of the June monthly Board of Directors meeting were distributed by John DeMarco via an email 

dated July 31, 2019. The minutes were accepted as presented.   

 

Treasurer’s Report 

The Treasurer’s Reports for June 30, 2019 and for July 31, 2019 were distributed by Jim Wells via emails 

dated July 1, 2019 and July 31, 2019, respectively. Answers by the Treasurer to potential questions were 

attached to each report.   There were no comments and the Treasurer’s Reports were filed for the 2019 year-

end financial review.  

 

Little Free Library 

Nell Anne Hunt responded to a query from Tom Hopwood about the status of the Little Free Library by 

relating how not one person who had expressed interest in the project attended the meeting she arranged to 

discuss implementation. Although disappointed, Nell Anne is convinced Little Free Library has merit. Nell 

Anne suggested we keep this project in mind for a time when circumstances are more propitious. 

 

Neighborhood Association Grant Program 

Charles Schmidt circulated a form for directors and other residents of UH to register the hours they worked on 

activities applicable to the award from the City of Irving’s Neighborhood Grant Program for the 2018/2019 

period. This sweat equity is essential to UHAOH’s qualifying for the balance of this year’s award ($750).  

 

Charles also advised that our application for the 2019/2020 Neighborhood Association Grant Program is due 

August 19, 2019. After discussion of various possibilities, Charles will submit the UHAOH application basis 

three activities; Great Flag Caper ($1,000), Deck the Hills ($450), and Star Gazing ($300). 

 

Membership Committee 

Steve Hoisington, Committee chair, distributed a Membership Drive report via an email dated August 5, 2019.  

Total paid memberships for 2019 now number 322 and dues collected amount to $21,275.  

 

In a separate email of the same date, Steve distributed a complete and up-to-date Resident Data Base which 

he had graciously volunteered to construct. Anna Walther commended Steve; a comprehensive operational 

residential information data base has been a goal of UHAOH for many years. 

 

Steve Hoisington added that the Membership Committee is preparing for next year’s membership drive. A 

table at the Social Mixer will be staffed to acquaint attendees with the benefits of UHAOH membership. 

 



UHAOH Annual Budget for 2019/2020 

Tom Hopwood referred to the pro forma annual budget of UHAOH sponsored activities and programs for 

2019/2020 as prepared by Jim Wells. This document is attached to Jim’s email dated July 31, 2019. Tom 

requested all Committee and Event Chairs as well as other parties at interest to consider their plans for the 

next fiscal year (starts November 1, 2019) along with the expenditures needed to support these programs and 

activities. Full discussion of the Annual Budget will be held at the September monthly meeting. 

 

 

Events Overview/Action Items 

Adult Social Mixer: Tuesday, September 10, from 6 - 8 PM at #200 La Paz Court. Sherri LeVan (event chair) 

outlined the arrangements for the Adult Social Mixer and distributed the postal card designed by Kathrine 

Pennington to highlight the event.  

 

National Night Out: Tuesday, October 1, from 6 - 8 PM at Flag Pole Hill. Rick Lindsey advised that he has 

taken charge of this event. Rick encouraged others to join him because NNO is of vital importance to the safe-

keeping of our community. Rick also requested suggestions and comments as to how we might make the 

event more interesting and achieve NNO’s goal of making everyone in our community become a neighbor of 

each other. 

 

Annual General Meeting of the Membership: Tuesday, November 12, 2019, from 6 - 9 PM at the LCCC. 

Karen Martin (event chair) advised that she has secured Magda Hernandez, Superintendent of Irving ISD, and 

Rick Stopfer, Mayor of the City of Irving as featured speakers. Dr. Thomas Hibbs, President of the University 

of Dallas is invited as well, but his presence is tentative as yet. 

 

Deck the Hills (aka Celebration of Lights): Sunday, December 1, 2019, from 6 – 8 PM at Pea Patch Pond. 

Ottis Lewis (event chair) advised that three costumes for the Magi were purchased as authorized. Now there 

will be four Wise Men. Still under consideration is the purchase of the tall Christmas Tree Lighting Structure 

as a focal item for the lighting displays. More details will be forthcoming and Ottis will seek budget approval 

accordingly. Jim Wells noted that any expenditures made after October 31 for this year’s DTH will fall under 

the 2019/2020 Budget. 

 

 

Our Neighborhood Magazine  

Michael Basoco reported that all is going well at the magazine with more articles and additional sponsorships. 

Consideration is being given to increase the number of pages (magazine page counts are in increments of 

four). A contest for the best Halloween Costume will be forthcoming in the October issue. 

 

City of Irving Solid Waste Initiative 
Jim Wells summarized recent developments in this issue which transpired throughout July via exchanges of 

emails amongst board members and with postings at the NextDoor web site. Presently, the Automated 

Hydraulic Solid Waste Collection System as proposed by City staff will not be included in the City’s August 

Budget Retreat for year 2019/2020. However, this does not mean the issue is concluded or can be forgotten; 

eternal vigilance is required.    

 

Real Estate Report 

Nell Anne Hunt presented a Real Estate Report dated August 1, 2019. There are 8 homes listed for sale in the 

University Hills area; one of these is located in Alto Vista. The average list price for homes currently on the 

market in UH equates to $137/sq.ft.  

 



Property Appearance 

Joyce Guedalia, chair of the Property Appearance Committee, advised by email that # 3821 Acapulco Court 

(Craig and Aimee Ruhl) was awarded Yard of the Month for July. For August, the Yard of the Month is 

awarded to # 3408 Gentry (John Dorman and Mark Morland).  

 

Hidalgo Water and Wastewater Improvements Project  

Tom Hopwood circulated a status report from the City Engineer who is directing the two projects. This report 

is an attachment to Tom’s email dated July 27, 2019. Tom noted that the re-paving of Balboa and adjacent 

streets has already begun. 

 

UHAOH Street Sign Toppers 
With reference to discussions at the last meeting, in an exchange of emails initiated by Tom Hopwood, the 

expenditure of $125 was approved on July 12, 2019, for the refurbishment of the UHAOH Street Sign located 

on Northgate Drive just east of its intersection with Rochelle. Tom advised that the refinishing has been done 

and the refurbished UHAOH street sign has been re-installed by the City of Irving.   

 

New Business: Farine Elementary School  
Tom Hopwood noted that Farine Elementary School, the neighborhood school of UH, has a list of school 

supply requisites toward which donations would be welcome. Discussion ensued about the variety of channels 

through which donations might be made, e.g. Irving Schools Foundation. It was thought that these donations 

be done by individual effort rather than by UHAOH. Michael Basoco offered to organize a special hot dog 

lunch for the Farine School Faculty to express appreciation for their work. 

 

Nell Anne Hunt reported that the State of Texas has awarded Farine School an A ranking which is a very big 

deal. 

 

New Business: Dredging of the Lakes on Rochelle 

Anna Walther reported that the dredging of these three lakes will be commenced later this month. 

 

New Business: September Monthly BOD Meeting 

The date of the next monthly meeting is changed to Tuesday, September 10 because the Las Colinas Country 

Club will be closed on the day after Labor Day. 

 

There being no further business to conduct, Rick Lindsey motioned to adjourn the meeting. John DeMarco 

seconded and the motion carried. The meeting was so adjourned by the president at 1:09 PM. 

 

The next regular meeting of the UHAOH Board of Directors occurs on September 10, 2019; same time, same 

place. 

 

 

John DeMarco   

Secretary  
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